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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
Bob Fritsch 

I am continually amazed at the breadth and depth of 
numismatics in New England. In my travels throughout the 
region, I see a vibrant activity in the club meetings and 
shows I attend. There are over fifty clubs in the region and 
nary a weekend goes by without a show somewhere within 
the region. I do not think there is anyplace else in the 
United States that has this concentration of numismatic 
events. There is an enthusiasm and joy in the pursuit that is 
an inspiration in all who see it. 

NENA’s purpose includes nurturing and expanding this 
activity. We will send NENA material to any club that 
requests it I am available for speaking engagements to 
member clubs who wish that service. NENA supports a 
YN Program through YN Coordinator Jack Haroian, who 
visits youth groups with the message of the joys of coin 
collecting. Our premier event of the year is of course our 
annual Conference and Convention. 

This year we are in southern New Hampshire right at 
the beginning of the foliage season. While our bourse is 
smaller than in previous years we hope to make up in 
quality what we lack in quantity. Several clubs have 
already signed up, including the New England Exonumia 
Society, the John Reich Society, the Society for Die 
Doubling Collectors of America, the Associated Collectors 
of Encased, and the Barber Coin Collectors Society. Some 
of these clubs are giving presentations at their meetings. 
We are soliciting more clubs and if you want yours to hold 
a meeting with us, please give me a call or drop a line. 
Saturday is pretty well booked but Friday is wide open 


Several other events are being planned, including a coin 
drop, several souvenirs, and good camaraderie. 

I hope your plans include us in September. 

Bob Fritsch 

NENA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
21 March 1998 

The meeting was opened at 10:08AM by President Bob 
Fritsch. Present were Mike Macuga, Jack Haroian, Jay 
Bailey, Jack Kiley, Bob Fritsch, and George Bilodeau. 
John Kittredge was reported to have medical problems; we 
wish him a speedy recovery. The President of the Nashua 
Coin Club, Alan Brouillard, was also present. The Minutes 
of the previous meeting were read and approved, as was 
the Treasurer’s Report. The Membership Report showed a 
total of 476 members, 65 of which had not paid their 1998 
dues. A Second Notice was approved for these members. 
It was suggested that we hold a General Membership 
meeting at the Mansfield show in March, and this was 
tabled until the annual meeting. Correspondence was 
limited to one email from Carlton Johnson who is the new 
President and point of contact for the Newport County (RI) 
Coin Club. The letter will be forwarded to NENA News. 

The remainder of the meeting concerned show 
preparations. It was suggested that this year’s show flyer 
be added to last year’s Program Booklet for publicity A 
motion to share one-third (1/3) of the shows profits with 
the host club was passed, subject to annual reevaluation. 
Mike Macuga reported that he is ready to send out medal 
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orders. A motion to order 100 holders from Capitol 
Plastics with a simple “NENA” imprinted was passed. The 
mechanics of the coin drop were discussed and it was 
consensus that we countermark some Buffalo Nickels for 
redemption at the show. It was suggested to add a Club 
Category to the uniface presentation medals for clubs who 
hold a meeting at our show. George Bilodeau had quotes 
for presentation plaques and the Best of Show Plate and he 
was authorized to acquire these items. Exhibit Rules will 
be published in the next issue of NENA News and a post 
office box will be rented in Oakham, MA, for club business 
(medals and exhibits mainly). 

The Bourse Chairman, Gary Galbo of Small Cents II 
petitioned the Board to pay the $175 fee for the Auction 
Room in return for reduced consignment fees for show 
workers. This motion was passed. We must hire a truck 
and some people to haul cases from the storage location to 
the show and back. Funds were allocated for this purpose. 
There will be an organizational meeting in Nashua for the 
host club to assign tasks and assess completion of action 
items. 

After a motion to extend the meeting, it was closed at 
12:19PM. The next meeting will be in May. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robert F. Fritsch 
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Massachusetts Mint Master John Hull 
By Russell Easterbrooks 

The scarcity of written information during the mid- 
1600s leaves many voids in our history about New Eng¬ 
land’s first mint master. Yet John Hull’s diversity in com¬ 
merce coupled with his position as mint master, allows us 
the view of a wealthy businessman whose name appears in 
many ship’s account books and town records. 

John Hull was born in Market Hareborough in Leices¬ 
ter county England on December 18, 1624. He came to 
New England, according to ship’s records, in 1635 with his 
father. It is believed that his father was a blacksmith who 
applied his trade in the Boston area. 

Hull married Judith Quincy in 1646. They had three 
daughters, two of whom died at an early age, leaving 
Hannah, born in 1657 as their only surviving child. 

Hull’s informative diary has been a great help in piecing 
together his life. He states that he worked as a goldsmith to 
make his living. There is record of a shop owner in 
Newport who imported cutlery, large quantities of nails, 
canvas, several kinds of cloth and gun powder from Eng¬ 
land, who bought some of John Hull’s silver plate and small 
articles of braziers ware. This is the only account of Hull’s 
business prior to his employment at the mint that 1 can 
locate. 

Hull states in his diary that in 1652, “The General Court 
ordered a mint to be set up,” and that, “they made choice of 
me for that employment; and I chose my friend, Robert 
Saunderson, to be my partner to which the Court con¬ 
sented.” Robert Saunderson was one of the earliest settlers 
of the town of Hampton in 1638. He moved to Boston in 
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1653 where he worked with Hull at the mint and filled the 
office of deacon at one of the area’s churches. The General 
Court had also allowed mint master Hull to take one 
shilling, three pence out of every twenty shillings minted for 
his labor. How they divided their profit is unknown, but 
their commissions must have been very large. There are no 
mintage records available, but it has been estimated that 
over three million dollars’ worth of coins were minted 
during the thirty years that the mint operated. The mint 
building was 16 feet square and built on Hull’s property 
near his home in Boston. 

Hull was no doubt aided in his later business dealing by 
his employment as mint master, yet the General Court took 
full advantage of Hull’s property for their mint building to 
be constructed on. This would seem to indicate along with 
Hull’s selection as mint master that he was a man of some 
importance in the colonies. 

Hull was appointed a Sergeant in the Boston militia in 
1652. By 1671 he was promoted to Captain in the artillery 
company, a position he held until his death. 

By 1656 Hull is also seen as a merchant and stockman, 
and his diary reveals many interesting aspects of trade. 
Records for the year 1657 show that Hull owned two 
sailing vessels that were shipping fish, tobacco, furs, lumber 
and other products to Barbados and London. Hull also had 
at least two tenant-managers, Thomas Terry and William 
Heffernan. They managed cattle and horses on property in 
Rhode Island near Aquidneck and Point Judith. Accounts 
of the ship Tryall stated that Rhode Island bred horses, 
mares and geldings purchased from the farms of the 
Hutchinsons and John Hull were sent to Barbados between 
1662 and 1668. These horses were usually traded for 2,000 


pounds of sugar per head! 

Hull explains in his diary that in October 1672 he sent 
Thomas Terry 12 barrels of salt to pack barrels of beef fit 
for sale. Hull also instructed Terry to fold the hides and 
melt of the tallow into casks. 

Besides meat, colonists obtained valuable by-products 
from their cattle. The hides were used for shoes, saddles, 
harnesses, containers, parchment and such things not asso¬ 
ciated with leather today, like door hinges. The manufac¬ 
ture of cattle horns into combs and plates was another 
important by-product. There horns were split and pressed 
flat and were in great demand in England. Hull acquired 
large quantities from butchers in Roxbury, Charlestown, 
Dedham and Boston as well as from his own cattle in 
Rhode Island, Taunton and Sandwich. Ships’ records dated 
1675 that show Hull sent numerous barrels of pressed 
horns and horn plates to London and received various sizes 
of nails in return. 

Today, besides being mint master, Hull is probably best 
known for his gift of a very large dowry to his daughter on 
the day of her marriage. Hannah married Samuel Sewall, 
later Judge Sewall of witchcraft fame in 1675. 

Nathaniel Hawthorne describes Hull’s attire on that day 
as “plum colored with buttons made from Pine Tree 
Shillings”. He goes on to say that after the ceremony Hull’s 
servants brought a large set of scales used by merchants to 
weigh bulky commodities into the room. Then Mrs. Sewall 
was asked to get on one side of the scales as servants 
heaped handfuls of Pine Tree Shillings on the other side. 
Handful after handful were thrown onto the scale until the 
plump Mrs. Sewall was lifted from the floor. Hawthorne 
then describes Hull as saying, “There son Sewell, it’s not 
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every wife that’s worth her weight in silver.” Hawthorne’s 
version of what took place on that occasion not only 
enlarged Hannah, but her dowry was well! 

Hull held many town offices around the Boston area 
and even found time for a trip to England to visit his 
birthplace. Hull’s employment as mint master along with 
his countless business dealings realized a large fortune. His 
estate was considered one of the best for that time and was 
divided between his wife and daughter after his death. The 
date of the Hull’s death, October 1, 1683, appears to have 
been derived from the sermon preached upon that occasion. 
It has been suggested however that the actual date was 
probably between September 28 to 30 in 1683. 

John Hull’s place in history is a considerable one not 
only as mint master but as an industrious businessman 
whose profits were turned into new ventures to again profit 
and further develop the colonies’ value in the world trading 
market. 



John Hull’s tenure as mint master was divided into 
four 7 year terms that were granted by the Massachusetts 
General Court. The last of these contracts was granted on 
May 12, 1675for a term that would run, “this seven years 
next to come if either of them live so long. ” 
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Fearing that the English king would soon clamp down 
on their illegal mint, Hull and Saunderson produced their 
coins at a fevered pace. During this last phase Hull and 
Saunderson produced only shillings, and they reduced the 
diameter of the coins to prolong the life of the dies. Today 
numismatists call these pieces the “small Pine Tree 
Shillings. ” Because of their high mintage, the small Pine 
Tree Shillings are among the more common of the Mas¬ 
sachusetts silver pieces that are available to collectors. 


A Utter to Bob Fritsch 

from Carlton Johnson, The New President of the New¬ 
port County Coin Club 

... (I) enjoyed the article by Art Kay about the 
Lexington-Concord Sesquicentennial commemorative half 
dollar. I have visited the area, (relatives live in Acton and 
also served a tour as First Lieutenant on board (the) USS 
Lexington CVT 16 when she was homeported in Pen¬ 
sacola, Florida, middle 1970’s. 

I teach the Coin Collecting merit badge to scouts in my 
troop here in town and have shared coin info and names of 
club members who are willing to assist in scouting pro¬ 
grams such as merit badge classes. Some members of the 
Newport Club donated foreign coins that 1 use for identifi¬ 
cation classes with the scouts. With the foreign coins, we 
usually have discussions about the country of origin which 
also gets into the “Citizenship in the World merit badge. 
Lots of fun. 

Carlton Johnson 
Portsmouth, Rhode Island 
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A Titanic Dime 



Academy Award winning director, James Cameron, is 
noted for his fanatical attention to detail. Before he began 
to shoot his blockbuster hit, Titanic, Cameron supervised 
the construction of a full-sized model of the starboard side 
of the famous ship. He also took great pains to make sure 
the visual effects and the editing of the finished film pro¬ 
vided a sense of realism that made movie fans feel like they 
were a part of this historic event. 

Your editor noted one aspect Cameron’s methodical 
attention to detail before one of the film’s more memorable 
scenes. As heroine, Kate Winslet, asks her beau, Leonardo 
DiCaprio, to sketch her portrait, she pays him a dime, 
which is the same amount that he had earned for drawings 
while he had been an artist in San Diego. The ten cent piece 
that she hands him is a Barber dime. 

The Barber dime was minted from 1892 to 1916. If 
anyone on the Titanic had a dime with them during the 
ship’s ill-fated maiden voyage, it would have most likely 
been a Barber dime 
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1998 NENA Medal 
“Remembers The Maine” 



The 1998 NENA medal commemorates the 100th 
anniversary of the sinking of the battleship Maine. Dr. Jan 
Dyroff designed this year’s medal. 

The Maine sank after a mysterious explosion in the 
harbor at Havana, Cuba on February 15, 1898. The cause 
of the explosion was never established, but the event led 
to declarations of war by Spain and the United States in 
late April 1898. 

By the end of July the United States had won the war, 
and Spain sued for peace. In the final settlement, Spain 
ceded Cuba, the island of Guam, the Philippines and 
Puerto Rico to the United States. 
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Getting to the 1998 NENA 
Convention ... It’s So Easy! 

This year’s NENA convention will be held at the 
Merrimack Hotel in New Hampshire. The hotel is located 
just off the EF Everett Turnpike in Merrimack. 

From the South: Take Route 3 North off Route 128 or 
Route 1-495. Continue on the EF Everett Turnpike to Exit 
11. There is a 50 cent toll. 

From the North: EF Everett Turnpike to Exit 11 in 
Merrimack. 

Look for the Merrimack Hotel on the west side of the 
highway. It has a big red sign. 


NENA Board Recognizes Long-time 
NENA Bourse Dealers 

Since 1990 several dealers have set up at our shows 
through thick and thin. Your NENA board is pleased to 
recognize these dealers: 

Beacon Coins 
Bob Moffatt 

Franklin County Coin and Currency 
Joydon’s House of Leisure 
Colony Coin Company 

We thank you for your support! 
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“Did M 'Know ... 

That the Massachusetts General Court, which was the 
governing body of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, was 
the first government in the western world (Europe and 
America) to issue paper money? On December 10, 1690 
the Massachusetts colonial government authorized 700 
English pounds in paper currency. The money was autho¬ 
rized to pay for a military action, King William’s War, 
that the colony had taken against the French Canadians 
on behalf of England. After the Mother country refused 
to repay the colonists, the General Court issued these 
notes to cover the debt. The notes featured an early 
version of the Massachusetts Indian and a caption above 
his head, “Come over and help us,” which was directed 
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toward England. 

The late Leonard Finn, who was a NENA member, 
owned one of the few known examples of these historic 
notes. Mr. Finn donated his note to the Smithsonian Mu¬ 
seum where it remains today. Recently a picture of Lenny’s 
note was published in a coffee table book, The National 
Museum of American History . Clearly Lenny’s note is 
among the museum’s most prized possessions. 

Calling for Exhibits 

One of the highlights of any NENA convention is the 
exhibits. Here is your chance to show off those treasures 
that have taken you many years to locate. It’s also an 
opportunity to share your knowledge with fellow collec¬ 
tors. 

Prizes will awarded among the competitive exhibits in 
the following categories: 

United States Coins 
Foreign Coins 

Ancients (before 1300) and Medieval 
Paper Money 
Tokens and Medals 
Beauty 

Miscellaneous (Items not covered by above) 
Junior (under age 18, any material) 

The prizes will be awarded based upon scores that will be 
compiled by a panel of judges. Once again, minimum scores 
will be required in order to receive first, second and third 
place. There will also be a People’s Choice Award that will 
be decided based upon the ballots cast by exhibit viewers 
A best of show award will be presented to the exhibit with 
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the highest overall score that has received a first place 
award within its category. 

Non-competitive exhibits will be accepted on a space- 
available basis at the discretion of the Exhibit Chairperson. 

The suggested guideline for all exhibits is three cases or 
less. Larger exhibits may be accepted if space is available, 
but all such requests must be made before the application 
deadline. No larger exhibits will be accepted after the 
application deadline although small displays may be ac¬ 
cepted at the discretion of the exhibit chairperson 

No special locations, electrical connections, lights or 
special gimmicks will be permitted 

For further information, including a complete set of rules, 
the judges’ scoring criteria and applications, please write to 
the following address: 

NENA EXHIBITS 
P.O. Box 277 
Oakham, MA 01068-0277 


Calling for 

NENA News Articles 

Why not share your knowledge with your fellow 
collectors? If you have never written an article before, or if 
you are unsure as to how to proceed, your editor will be 
glad to give you a hand. And remember, it’s a great way 
to qualify instantly for the Fitts Scholarship program! 
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NORTHEAST NUMISMATICS, INC 

ACTIVE BUYER AND SELLER OF ALL 
BETTER UNITED STATES COINS 


Collectors, Dealers and Investors have been dealing with Northeast 
Numismatics, Inc. for the more than 30 continuous years we have 
been in business. 

If you are buying, we have an inventory of several hundred NGC, 
PCGS and ANACS coins that change daily. For a free list and to 
receive a periodic listing of our current inventory, we request your 
address or fax number. We also service want lists on an aggressive 
basis. 

If you are selling, we would like to be given the opportunity to 
purchase your material. It does not need to be certified. Single coins 
or complete collections, we will buy it all! 

With a high percentage of our business being with other dealers, 
doesn't it make sense to deal with Northeast Numismatics, Inc. 
directly? We invite you to see us at major shows, call, fax or write us 
today. Authorized dealer in all major grading services. 



10 Concord Crossing, Suite 220 
Concord, MA 01742 

1-800-449-2646 

978-369-9155 

978-369-9619 (Fax) 

Email: nencoin(a)aol.com 

Visit us on the Web at http://www.collect.com/northeast 


Thomas 

Caldwell 

ANALM 

#1318 



NENA News Advertising Information 

NENA News is the official publication of NENA, the 
New England Numismatic Association. It is published 
quarterly and mailed to all members of the association 
in good standing. For information about NENA or this 
publication, write to: 

NENA NEWS 
Box 586 

Needham, MA 02192-0006 

NENA NEWS 
ADVERTISING RATES 

FULL PAGE $50 
HALF PAGE $35 
QUARTER PAGE $20 
BUSINESS CARD AD $10 
INSIDE OF BACK COVER $55 

Prices are per insertion for camera ready copy only. 
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QUALITY DIAMOND t GOLD JEWELRY AT WHOLESALE PRICES 
SPECIAL 12INQ M H I t WORLD COINS. STAMPS 
SUPPLIES • JEVYELRY REPAIR 
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PROFESSIONAL APPRAISALS 

ANA APS. 144 BROADWAY 
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MAC 0. NENA TA MS (413) 594 *550 

REGULAR HOURS 
MONDAY-THURSDAY 8 5 PM 
FRIDAY 9-8 PM SATURDAY 9 4 PM 


SUMMER HOURS 
MONDAY-FRIDAY 9-4 PM 
SATURDAY 9-3 PM 
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COIN SHOW NEWS 


May 31, 1998, New Bedford, MA 

Greater New Bedford Coin Club show held at the V.F.W 
Poirier Post, 929 Ashley Boulevard, New Bedford, MA. 
Contact: Dennis Lewis, (508) 278-9801. 

TO LIST NENA MEMBER CLUB COIN SHOWS IN 
UPCOMING ISSUES OF NENA NEWS, SEND . 
INFORMATION ALONG WITH A TELEPHONE NUMBER 
TO: WILLIAM T. JONES P.O. BOX 1314, BOSTON MA 
02117-1314. 


Club Meeting Times and Places 

Blackstone Valley Coin Club, Blackstone Municipal Center, 
Fire Dept. Meeting Room, Blackstone, MA. Meetings third 
Tuesday, 7 P.M. 

Boston Numismatic Society, Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings second Tuesday, Sept. 
- June, 8 PM. For information: (978) 687-2888 

Central Connecticut Coin Club, Manchester National Guard 
Armory, 330 Main Street, Manchester, CT 06040. Meetings first 
Tuesday Sept. - June, 7 P.M. For information: (203) 529-0715 
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Collectors Club of Boston, Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings fourth Tuesday, Sept. 
- June, 8 P.M. For information: (978) 687-2888 

Currency Club of New England, Woman’s Club, 72 
Columbus Street, Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings all at 8:00 
PM: the first Monday, Oct. - June, 8 P.M. except September: 
the second Monday of the month. For information: (978) 687- 
2888 

Gateway Coin Club, Ballard Hill Community Center, Comer 
Pleasant and Main Streets, Lincoln, ME. Meetings first 
Tuesday, 7 P.M. for information: (207) 794- 6833 

Gorham Coin Club, Meets at the Maine Veterans Home, 290 
U S. Route 1, Scarborough, ME, on the 1st and 3rd Sunday, 
September to June at 7:00 PM. Stephen A. Crain, 89 Varney 
Mill Rd„ Windham, ME, 04062, (207) 892-7113. 

Greater New Bedford Coin Club, Andrew Dahill V.F.W., 
Park Street, New Bedford, MA. Meetings second and fourth 
Sundays, 7 P.M. For information, John Izidoro, P O Box 2991. 
New Bedford, MA 02741. 

Mansfield Numismatic Society, Mansfield Center Library, Rt 
89, Warrenville Road, Mansfield Center, CT. Meetings fourth 
Monday, Sept, through April (except December) 7:30 P.M. 
Annual Coin Show in March, Dinner/Donation Auction in 
December. For information, call (203) 429-6970 (6 -9 P.M.) 

Nashua Coin Club. Chandler Memorial Library', 257 Main 
Street, Nashua, NH. Meetings second Monday, 7 P.M. except 
June and October. 
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Newport Country Coin Club, Howard Johnson's Lodge, 351 
West Main Road (Rt. 138 at Two Mile Comer), Middletown, RI 
Meetings second Tuesday, 8 PM For information: Carlton 
Johnson, P.O. Box 3, Newport, RI 02840. 

Pawcatuck Valley Coin Club, Neighborhood Center, 
intersection of Routes 1 and 2, Pawcatuck, CT. Meetings third 
Wednesday year round, 7:30 P.M. For information: David 
Barbone, (860) 599-1571. 

Southbridge Coin Club, Knights of Columbus Hall, 169 
Worcester Street, Southbridge, MA. Meetings first Friday, 
September - June, 7:30 P.M. (Doors open at 6:30 P.M.) 

West Springfield Coin Club, Church of the Good Sheperd, Elm 
Street, West Springfield, MA. Meetings second Sunday, 
September - June, 7 P.M. 

Worcester County Numismatic Society, Greendale People’s 
Church Hall, 25 Francis Street, Worcester, MA. Meetings 
second Friday, September - June, 7:00 P.M. For information: 
(508) 853-9258 (mornings only) 

TO LIST CLUB MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES IN NENA 
NEWS SEND TO: WILLIAM T. JONES, P.O. BOX 1314, 
BOSTON, MA 02117-1314. 
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NENA Classified Ads 


WANTED: Massachusetts Civil War Token MA 115 E-l, 

The Joseph Merriam die sinker variety with the "Good for a 
scent” reverse. William F. Clark, 16 Curtis Road, Canton, MA 
02021-3150. (2) 

WANTED: NENA Medals: 1952, gold, 1959 gold, 1963 gold 
plated, 1955 silver, 1958 silver, 1959 silver, 1961 silver plated , 
1962 silver, 1995 complete set. Write to NENA life member 
Frank J. Hoerzer, 409 Wormwood Hill Road, Mansfield Ctr., 
CT 06250. (2) 

WANTED: Lighter than air items. Also town, city or county 
commemorative medals from all of New England with or without 
ribbons. I need many of the older pieces. Please write first Alvan 
Jones, P.O. Box 3423, Fayville, MA 01745. (1) 

WANTED: Articles/stories written between 1870 and 1940 
about macerated money products From shredded money sold 
by the Federal Government, people made hats, shoes, busts, etc. 
I would be interested in buying any items. Bertram Cohen, 169 
Marlborough St., Boston, MA 02116, (617) 247-4754. (1) 

WANTED: Casino chip and gaming tokens collectors from New 
England. Our 1500+ member club is what you’re looking for. 
Write to NENA life member Archie Black, CCGTCC President, 
P.O. Box 63, Brick NJ 08723. (2) 

POPOUTS/REPOUSSE: Information wanted on origin and 
history of popouts and the process. Also will purchase. Jack 
Haroian, 6 Eddy St., Auburn, MA 01501 NENA Life 
Member #2060. (2) 
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FOR SALE: Gold filled NENA medals: 1975 in custom 
holder $60, 1976-’79 @ $50, 1983 @ $45. Wanted: 10k 
Gold 1952 NENA medal, 1995 NENA souvenir card, 
Boston hotel and restaurant scrip and 1873 BNS medals. 
R.K. Burke, P.O. Box 98, Cassville Station, Jackson, N.J. 
08527, FAX 908-363-0509. (2) 

Wanted: U.S. Coins and Civil War Tokens Cerfified and raw 
coins. William T. Jones, Numismatist, P.O. Box 1314, Boston. 
MA 02117. (617) 341-2514, NENA Life Member #2060. (1) 

Wanted: Capped Bust Half Dollars VF-EF, original coins 
only. Buy or trade. Write or fax detailed description Bill Brown. 
679 Plank Rd. Clifton Park, NY 12065. Phone (518) 373-1145, 
FAX (518) 373-1569.(2) 

Wanted: Large & small National Bank Notes from Buzzards 
Bav, Edgartown, Falmouth, Harwich, Hyannis, Nantucket, 
Tisbury, Provincetown and Yarmouth. Frank Bennett, P.O. Box 
8722, Port St. Lucie, FL, 34985 (2) 

WANTED: Statue of Liberty exonumia collector buying New 
York City “safe and sane” or public school athletic league 
medals. Also need Salem, Mass. Tercentenary medal. Paul 
Lajoie, 36 Maple Road, Longmeadow, MA 01106-3102. (2) 
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Classified Ad Policy (PLEASE NOTE!!) 

FREE to NENA Members - a thirty-five (35) word 
classified ad related to numismatics. This is your chance to 
buy, sell or trade your coins, currency, medals, tokens, 
books or whatever ... 

Send your typed or clearly written ad to: 

William T. Jones, P.O. Box 1314, Boston, MA 02117- 
1314 

PLEASE NOTE 

The editor reserves the right to revise ads and allocate 
space among those who have placed ads in the past. When 
space is limited, preferences will be given to (1) those 
whose ads have not been published previously, and (2) 
those whose ads have been “bumped” from previous 
issues. 

NOTE! 

All ads will be published twice. After the second 
publication of your ad, you must send me a letter 
stating that you would like your notice to be published 
again. The goal of this policy is to keep the material 
fresh and to avoid unwanted responses after your 
needs have been fulfilled. 

Each ad will be followed by a number (1) or (2). If 
a (2) appears at the end of your ad, that means that 
your editor will not publish it in the next issue of the 
NENA News unless I receive a letter from you telling 
me to renew it. 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Name_ 


Please Print 


Date_ 


Mailing Address_ 


City/Town_ 
Numismatic Interest s 
ANA Number _ 


Other Affiliations_ 


Applicant’s Signature_ 


Dues per calendar year: 

□ $ 10.00 Regular Membership 

□ SI 00.00 Regular Life Membership 

□ $ 5.00 Junior Membership (under 18) 
Date of Birth_ 


Complete form and send with check 
Payable to NENA to: 

NENA 

P.0. Box 586 
Needham, MA 02l92-0\ 


FOR NENA 
USE ONLY: 


□ s 10.00 Club Membership 
OS100.00 Club Life Membership , 

NENA News. A quarterly publication of the New England Numismatic Association, is included with membership 



























An Unsurpassed Record 
of Auction Success 


W e invite you to become a part of our spectacular 1996-97 auction season! 

When it comes time to sell, you deserve the best—Auctions by Bowers and 
Merena, Inc. Whether your collection is worth several thousand dollars or millions of 
dollars, we can realized for you the highest possible market price! What other auction 
houses claim to do, Auctions by Bowers and Merena has already done—and has the 
records to prove it! 



O f the three largest collections of United States coins 
sold at auction, we have handled all three. 

✓ The $25 million Garrett Collection 
✓ The $20 million Norweb Collection 
✓ The $12.4 million Eliasberg Collection of (J.S. 
Gold Coins 

✓ The recently auctioned $11.6 million Louis E. 
Eliasberg, Sr. Collection, Part I. 


And—add to this impressive list: 

✓ In November 1996—The Norweb Collection of 
Canadian and Provincial Coins 


✓ In April 1997—The Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. Collec¬ 
tion Part II. 


O f the top 10 world’s record prices for (J.S. coins at 
auction, those achieving the records have been: 
•7 records: Bowers and Merena 
•2 records: Competitor “A” 

• 1 record: Competitor “B" 

•0 records: Everyone else 


W hen you consign to Bowers and Merena, you consign to the most successful 
rare coin auction firm in American numismatic history! Let our record of 
success be your record of success, too! Call Dr. Richard A. Bagg (our Director of 
Auctions) or Dave Bowers today (1-800-458-4646) to include your coins, sets, or 
important individual pieces in our magnificent 1996-1997 auction program. Just by 
picking up the phone, you will be on your way to receiving a generous check! 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 

Box 1224 • Wolfeboro, NH 03894 • 800-4584646 




THE NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

presents its 

54th CONFERENCE AND CONVENTION 
at the Merrimack Hotel 
Exit 11 off the Everett Turnpike 
Merrimack, New Hampshire 

Friday, September 18, 1998, 10AM - 6PM 
Saturday, September 19, 1998, 9AM - 4PM 

55 tables in the bourse 
Competitive Exhibits 
What-Is-It? Table © 

YN Program NENA, INC. 

Club Meetings 

Show Special Rate of $79 at the Merrimack Hotel 
603/424-8000 Monday - Friday daytime 

Members are encouraged to enter an exhibit and to 
participate in helping with the show 
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U.S. Mint Reports 

By Russell Easterbrooks _ 

© 

NENA Conference & Convention News 
Letters to the Editor 
NENA Board News 

New England Area Club Meeting Dates and 
Times 


NENA Classified Ads 






KAY COINS 
INTERNATIONAL 



P.O. Box 485 
Hudson, MA 01749 
Tel/Fax 508 562-4159 

Please send for a copy of my mail order list of 
International Coins from over 100 countries 

Always buying US & International Coins 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 


PRESIDENT 

Robert F. Fritsch 

P.O. Box 3003 

Nashua, NH 03061-3003 
rfritsch@concentric.net 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Vacant 

TREASURER 

Robert S. Anderson 

P.O. Box 586 

Needham, MA 02492-0006 

DIRECTOR EMERITUS 

John Kittredge 

DIRECTORS 

Jay Bailey 

George Bilodeau, Jr. 
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Keith Jennings 
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Jack Hobbs 

Currently Vacant 

Jan Dyroff 

Currently Vacant 

Richard Lavimodiere 

Currently Vacant 

NENA NEWS EDITOR 

William T. Jones 

P.O. Box 1314 

Boston, MA 02117-1314 

MEMBERSHIP 

Robert S. Anderson 

P.O. Box 586 

Needham, MA 02492 

YN ACTIVITIES 

Larry Gentile 

Jack Haroian 

MEDALS COORDINATOR 
EXHIBITS COORDINATOR 
CONVENTION COORDINATOR 
HISTORIAN 

Michael Macuga 

George Bilodeau, Jr. 

Gary Galbo 

Jan Dyroff 


I'he NENA NEWS is the official publication of the New England Numismatic Association 
(NENA). It is published quarterly and mailed to all members of the association in good standing. 
For information about NENA of this publication, write to: 

NENA NEWS, P.O. Box 586, Needham, MA 02192-0006 



PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS 


When 1 assumed to post of Executive Secretary 
back in January 1994, I said in my first address to the 
Board of Directors that five years was the most time 
anybody should serve in that capacity. It is bad for the club 
and bad for the individual. Of course, the office of 
Executive Director was dropped in the 1994 Bylaws 
update, to be replaced by an elected President. 

It has now been five years since that first speech, 
and I shall be stepping down as NENA President. I do so 
with mixed feelings: a feeling of regret that I will no longer 
head a vibrant and strong Association; and a feeling of 
relief that the burdens of that office are no longer mine 1 
shall assume a post of the Board of Directors and work for 
the club, perhaps not with the same intensity I have as 
President, but with the same amount of dedication. I shall 
continue as the publisher of NENA News, and as the ANA 
Club Representative. 

The Board of Directors has been charged with 
finding a good nominee for President. Some people may 
think that person may have a tough act to follow, but 1 
don't see it that way. Each President must run the club as 
they see fit, and what has happened in the past does not 
necessarily continue in the future. The new President will 
bring fresh ideas and a fresh approach to the Association 
and that is to the benefit of all. Think about helping your 
Association and step forth to take this wonderful job. 

Bob Fritsch 
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NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
Minutes of the Meeting 
15 August 1998 

The meeting was called to order at 10:18AM by President 
Bob Fritsch, with seven Board members and two Nashua Coin 
Club representatives present. Events of the previous meeting 
were discussed, and the Treasurer's Report was presented and 
approved. The Membership Report showed almost 500 mem¬ 
bers in the Association. The number of member clubs is 
declining and how to reverse the trend was discussed. The best 
suggestion was to revive the Speakers Bureau and offer a 
stipend for each engagement. 

Plans for the upcoming show continued to be developed. 
Barb Jones, our Raffle Chair, is feeling poorly again and will 
probably need help at the show. Volunteers are solicited for 
this important fund raiser. The Medals report revealed that 250 
medals of all compositions were ordered in order to get a good 
price. All orders will be filled until we run out of stock which 
is anticipated this year. Bronze Uniface medals will be en¬ 
graved as award and presentation pieces, and recipients of 
silver uniface medals for Board service were identified. 

Parameters of the Nickel Drop were firmed. Five rolls of 
nickels, with only five coins counterstamped will be released 
into circulation throughout the local area during Labor Day 
week. Publicity for the event must be in place before we start 
doing this. The first counterstamped coin to be returned to the 
show will get a $25 Gift Certificate, with declining amounts for 
the rest of the coins. NENA gets the coins back, and they will 
be entered into the auction. Other uses for the counterstamp 
include stamping NH Highway Tokens as a souvenir collectible 
for the show. 
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Six clubs will hold their meetings at the show, plus the 
annual NENA Membership meeting will be held at noon. 
The YN program will go to Burger King across the street 
from the hotel for lunch - each participant gets a Kid's 
Meal Deal on the club; anything more will be purchased by 
the individual. Nametags and ribbons will be acquired by 
John Statkum. Several other minor items were assigned as 
this is the final meeting before the show. 

The nominating committee of Jack Haroian reported 
that there were no prospects for President as yet. The 
Board was urged to recruit suitable candidates Other 
nominations were discussed. Jan Dyroff suggested a 
memorial for Jim Clapp who passed on this year, which he 
will write. 

There being no further business before the Board, the 
meeting was adjourned at 12.13PM 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robert F. Fritsch 

President 


Mark your calendars for the 

54th Annual NENA Conference & 
Convention 

To be held at the at the Merrimack Hotel off Exit 11 
on the Everett Turnpike in Merrimack, New Hampshire 

September 18 and 19. The details are next! 
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Plans are Final for the 54th Annual NENA 
Conference and Convention in Merrimack, NH 

On September 18-19, NENA will hold its 54 lh Annual 
Conference and Convention in Merrimack, NH While the 
show will be considerably smaller than in recent years, what we 
lack in quantity will be made up in quality. Several club 
meetings will be held, in addition to a 55 table bourse, the YN 
program, and several numismatically related activities. 

In the weeks prior to the show, several rolls of Buffalo 
nickels will be spent in the local area. Five of these coins will 
be counterstamped with a special NENA logo, and will be 
redeemable for gift certificates at the show. Current plans are 
to put all returned counterstamps in the auction. Other sou¬ 
venirs include the annual souvenir sheet, this year featuring a 
note from the Globe Bank of Providence, RI, and counter- 
stamped NH highway tokens. New Hampshire will be putting 
on her Autumn colors for our show, and the surrounding area 
will be teeming with activity. A listing of what's happening will 
be available to show participants. 

The show starts Friday morning, 18 September, at 10AM. 
Plenty of floor trading is anticipated as the market is hot right 
now. The Love Token Society will have its meeting at 4PM 
and several presentations will be made. Plan to attend this 
enjoyable and informative meeting. Doors will close at 6PM. 

Saturday, 19 September starts at 9AM when the doors 
open Three meetings will be held at 10AM - Larry Gentile's 
YN Program, The Barber Coin Collectors Society, and the 
John Reich Collectors Society, who will also hold presenta¬ 
tions. The New England Exonumia Society meets at 11AM, 
and the annual NENA meeting is at noon. Elections for the 
Officers and Board of Directors of the Association will be held, 
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so it is important that as many NENA members as possible 
attend. Society of Doubled Die Collectors of America (e g. 
those who the items such as the 1955 doubled die cent.) 
meets at 1 PM, and the day's meetings are completed when 
the Associated Collectors of Encased meet at 1:30PM. We 
are honored that each of these clubs are joining us at our 
show, and the programs promise to be fun. Join them for a 
great numismatic experience. 

Saturday's show closes at 4PM but that is not all that is 
planned Small Cents 11 of Nashua will hold an auction 
right in the convention hotel right after the show. On 
Sunday, 20 September, the monthly Third Sunday show at 
the Nashua Holiday Inn will be held only 7 miles down the 
road from the NENA site. This completes a wonderful 
New Hampshire Numismatic Weekend 

The Nashua Coin Club is the sponsoring show and is 
working diligently to get everything ready. NENA extends 
a hearty "Thank You" for their efforts. 

The show will be at the Merrimack Hotel in Merri¬ 
mack, NH, which is immediately to the west of Exit 11 
of the Everett Turnpike (toll is 50 cents). A special rack 
rate of $79 per night is offered by the hotel; reserva¬ 
tions may be made by calling 603/424-8000. Mention 
"New England Numismatic Association" when making 
your arrangements. 

Make your plans now for a New Hampshire Numis¬ 
matic Weekend, 18-20 September 1998. See you 
there! 
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Specialty Clubs & Societies 
Scheduled 

to Meet at the 1998 NENA Conference 


This year a wide range of specialty clubs and societies 
will be holding meetings in conjunction with the NENA 
conference. These meetings will provide you with several 
opportunities to meet with experienced collectors who 
possess a wide range of interests and expertise. Why not 
attend one or more of these meetings and learn something 
new about your hobby? You will be glad you did! 


Club Name 

Time 



Love Token Society, Talk also 

Fri. 4 PM 

John Reich Collectors Soc., Talk also 

Sat. 10 AM 

Barber Coin Collector Society 

Sat. 10 AM 

Young Numismatists 

Sat. 10 AM 

New England Exonumia Society 

Sat. 11 AM 

NENA Annual Meeting 

Sat. Noon 

Society of Doubled Die Collectors of 
America 

Sat. 1 PM 

Associated Collectors of Encased 

Coins 

Sat. 1:30 PM 
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United States Mint Reports 
By Russell Easterbrooks 


Over the years l have added mint reports to my library. 
They are a wealth of information containing facts and 
figures relative to the operations of the mints and assay 
offices. 1 enjoy thumbing through these reports from time 
to time They take me back through the history of our 
coinage, the early problems of coinage, the history of 
minting and the steady improvements at the mint These 
items are just some the information found in these reports. 

Early reports were printed in the “American State 
Papers on Finance” and later in “Messages and 
Documents”, which were submitted to Congress each year. 
Amongst the many volumes and thousands of pages in 
these early reports, the Mint Director’s report was only 
eight or ten pages. As our country grew, more mints and 
assay offices were established, and the mint reports turned 
into volumes of their own. Some of the first reports were 
documented by the calendar year. This was later changed to 
the fiscal year, July 1 to June 30. The comments of the mint 
directors are most interesting and touch upon many of our 
coins. 

Samuel Moore said in his report of 1825, 

" The gold coinage of (he last year has exceeded (hat of 
1824 . Of this excess it may be interesting to observe a very 
sensible proportion consists of an increase of gold bullion 
derived from North Carolina. This gold has very generally 
been found superior in fineness to the standard of our gold 
coins. ” 

“Of the amount of silver brought to the mint within the 
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year, nearly one-half has been received from the United 
States Bank in foreign coins, and the remainder, chiefly 
from Mexico and South America in unwrought bullion. ” 

Director Moore also talks about the assaying of foreign 
coinage 

“It has been ascertained that the gold coins of Great 
Britain are uniformly of the same intrinsic value with those 
of the United States. The gold coins of Portugal approach 
this value so very nearly that they may be considered of the 
same standard. The gold coins of France are valued at 87 
cents per pennyweight and those of Spain 84 cents per 
pennyweight where as the United States gold coins are 88 
cents per pennyweight. ” 

This assaying of foreign coins was very important to 
help keep our coinage on par with foreign coins. The 
Farmers’ Almanacs that I have seen from 1809 to 1820 
have tables of value and weights of coins as they pass in the 
respective states with their sterling and federal value. These 
Almanacs were very important to the people who needed to 
be in touch with the changing value of the money in 
circulation in this country 

The mint report of 1859 talks about the passage of the 
act of February 21, 1857 that called for the retirement of 
Spanish and Mexican coins from circulation Director 
James Snowden said in this report: 

“Our circulation is thus being rid of a foreign currency 
winch interferes with our excellent system of decimal 
coinage, h is to be hoped that this reform in our 
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circulation will lead our people to adopt the language of our 
system and abandon terms like ‘shilling ’, which never had a 
place in our coinage. ” 

Snowden also goes into great length about the gold dollar, 
which was first issued in 1849: 

“ The gold dollar is a convenient and useful coin and is well 
received, particularly in such portions of the United States as 
have wisely excluded small bank-notes from circulation. In 
1853 the experiments made were satisfactory on the point that 
the diameter of the pieces might be enlarged and a good 
impression in the coinage obtained. Accordingly, in 1854, the 
diameter of the dollar was increased the one-tenth of an inch. 
This enlargement has been, I believe, everywhere regarded as 
a decided improvement. ” 

James Pollack in his report of 1864 talks about a new 
branch mint: 

“During the past year the branch mint at Denver was 
successfully engaged in melting, refining, assaying and 
stamping gold bullion and returning the same to the depositor 
in the form of imparted bars, bearing the government stamp of 
weight and fineness. ” 

He also talks about the new bronze coinage: 

“The substitution of the bronze alloy for the nickel mixture as- 
authorized by Congress, has been highly successful. The 
demand for one and two cent pieces has been unprecedented 
and every effort has been made to meet it. Large quantities are 
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hoarded and thus kept from circulation. They have also 
been bought and sold by small brokers at a premium. 
This has induced individuals to collect them for the 
purpose of sale, thus producing a scarcity and 
inconvenience to the public that ought not to exist. The 
motto, ‘In God we trust, ’ stamped on the two-cent piece, 
has been highly approved by the public, not only as 
improving the artistic beauty of the piece, but also 
expressive of our nation ’v reliance upon the God of 
nations in this hour of peril and danger. ” 

Director Pollack was referring to the Civil War and went 
on to say, “Peace will restore prosperity, and gold and 
silver will soon resume their proper channels in the 
currency of the country.” 

Director H R. Linderman said in his report of 1878 

“During the last session of Congress, provision was 
made for reopening the mint at New Orleans for coinage 
purposes. During the late war much of the machinery 
had been injured and otherwise rendered ineffective 
from disuse and other causes and will need extensive 
repairs. Once the mint is in condition to commence 
coinage, this will add to the coining capacity of the mints 
about $1,000,000 in silver dollars per month, but this 
capacity would be somewhat reduced if called upon to 
execute gold of fractional silver coinage. ” 

The purpose for which the Trade Dollar was 
instituted is well known, and it is sufficient to state that 
wherever they have been introduced in China they have 
met with favorable reception and continue to grow in the 
estimation of the Chinese. Trade Dollars coins at San 
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Francisco were not all shipped to China , but a large 
portion were transported to the Mississippi Valley as 
well as to the eastern states and there placed in 
circulation. The principal portion of Trade Dollars now 
in circulation were coined since the passage of the act of 
duly 22, 1X76 which limited the legal-tender character to 
the extent of five dollars. ” 

Entering the 1890s these mint reports are now over 
600 pages and cover everything imaginable about the 
mint. The report of 1896 also has many pictures of the 
coining process and articles on mint’s operations. 
Included among these were articles on the manufacture of 
dies by Charles Barber, assaying of gold and silver by 
Jacob Eckfeldt and coinage operations by George 
Morgan 

While writing an article for the “Barber Coin 
Collectors Journal”, I found some interesting information 
in the 1895 mint report that may be a reason why Barber 
Dimes were coined at San Francisco in 1894 A 
commission was appointed by the President, which was 
to test the weight and fineness of the gold and silver coins 
from each mint for the year 1894. Coins were reserved by 
the mints and delivered to the mint at Philadelphia. The 
silver coins sent from San Francisco numbered 3,981 
with a value of $1,973.85. The interesting figure here is 
the 85 cents and the fact that the committee examined 
samples of each coin from each mint. So the 1894-S 
Barber Dime may have been coined for this committee to 
examine, which may answer the question as to why only 
24 were made (Editor’s note: This may also answer the 
question as why less than half that number of 1894-S 
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dimes are known today Perhaps the missing pieces were 
destroyed during the assaying process.) 

We may never know the answers to all the questions 
about coin collecting, but mint reports are just one of the 
many excellent books on the subject. A library of books, 
which touch the history of this country’s money, only 
further enhances the love of collecting. So spend a little 
“coin money” on coin books and enjoy the history behind 
what you collect. 


Letters to the editor: 

Am I the only one who noticed the error in the article 
about the Lexington-Concord half dollar in the Winter 
NENA News? There was no comment in the Spring edi¬ 
tion, so maybe so. Look at the picture of the minuteman on 
page 13. Then look at the coin advertised in the inside of 
the cover. Notice something different? 

The minuteman on page 13 is the Lexington Minute- 
Man statue located on the green in Lexington. It is not the 
Daniel Chester French minuteman, which is in Concord. 
The half-dollar has the Concord MinuteMan. This is a 
common mistake, so won’t take Mr. Kay too much to task. 
We Concord folk are quick to pick up on this stuff. 

Daniel Chester French’s studio is right around the 
corner from me. The house he lived in for part of his youth 
is next door to the studio. That house was the subject of a 
great deal of controversy of the past year or two as the 
prior owner wanted to build some housing on part of the 
lot, and a wing of the building would have had to come 
down. A preservationist bought the house and all is well 


15 


now. 


Sincerely, 

Fred Wersan 

Editor’s note: Good catch. Your editor, not Mr. Kay was 
responsible for the illustration on page 13. I was aware of 
the differences between the coin and the illustration, but I 
had to use that picture or none at all. Since the NENA 
News is on a shoestring budget (almost zero), 1 can only 
use pictures that will not incur copyright costs or litiga¬ 
tion. Therefore you will see makeshift illustrations from 
time to time. For example the ship in the last issue was not 
the Titanic but a generalized illustration of a passenger 
steamship. 

Excerpts from a Letter by Will Nipper: 

Please accept my payment of dues and a small contribu¬ 
tion to the Past Presidents’ Fund ... 

I must take issue with recent NENA News articles that 
characterized southern Civil War tokens as “un-patriotics.” 
My four great-grandfathers who fought as Confederates 
were no less patriotic than their ancestors who fought in the 
Revolution. 

Of course slavery was wrong. But the war was far more 
complex than a single issue. And, both sides were filled 
with good Americans who believed with equal, self- 
sacrificing fervor in the righteousness of their respective 
causes. To say that one side was unpatriotic because it 
fought for what it believes (is) right shows a fundamental 
misunderstanding of the real causes of the war. 

1 mean no offense by this, but feel it should be noted for 
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the sake of understanding. 

Editors' note: Welcome to NENA and thank you for your 
contribution to the Past Presidents ’ Fund. 

The term “un-patriotics” was coined by Hugh 
Cooper in the “Civil War Token Journal” a few years 
ago. Since then many Civil War Token collectors have 
referred to these pieces as “un-patriotics” because they 
called for an early end to the war by the North, which 
would have allowed the Confederacy to become a nation. 

These tokens were issued by New York City area 
copperheads (northerners who supported the Confeder¬ 
ate cause). These people lived in the North but were not 
loyal to the Union. Therefore 1 think that the term 
“un-patriotics ” can be applied to these tokens. 

It should be noted that many copperheads took their 
position for business reasons, not as a matter of con¬ 
science. Some New York merchants had done business 
with the slaveholders in the South before the war. They 
were anxious to get back to their profitable ventures even 
though the money they had received had been made on 
the backs of millions of African-Americans who were in 
bondage. 


Calling for 

NENA News Articles 

Why not share your knowledge with your fellow 
collectors? If you have never written an article before, or if 
you are unsure as to how to proceed, your editor will be 
glad to give you a hand. And remember, it’s a great way 
to qualify instantly for the Fitts Scholarship program! 
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NORTHEAST NUMISMATICS, INC 

ACTIVE BUYER AND SELLER OF ALL 
BETTER UNITED STATES COINS 

Collectors, Dealers and Investors have been dealing with Northeast 
Numismatics, Inc. for the more than 30 continuous years we have 
been in business. 

If you are buying, we have an inventory of several hundred NGC, 
PCGS and ANACS coins that change daily. For a free list and to 
receive a periodic listing of our current inventory, we request your 
address or fax number. We also service want lists on an aggressive 
basis 

If you are selling, we would like to be given the opportunity to 
purchase your material. It does not need to be certified. Single coins 
or complete collections, we will buy it all! 

With a high percentage of our business being with other dealers, 
doesn’t it make sense to deal with Northeast Numismatics, Inc. 
directly? We invite you to see us at major shows, call, fax or write us 
today. Authorized dealer in all major grading services. 



10 Concord Crossing, Suite 220 
Concord, MAO 1742 
1-800-449-2646 
978-369-9155 

978-369-9619 (Fax) 

Email: iiencoiii@aol.coin 
Visit us on the Web at http://mvw.collect.coni/northeast 
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NENA News Advertising Information 

NENA News is the official publication of NENA, the 
New England Numismatic Association. It is published 
quarterly and mailed to all members of the association 
in good standing. For information about NENA or this 
publication, write to: 

NENA NEWS 
Box 586 

Needham, MA 02192-0006 

NENA NEWS 
ADVERTISING RATES 

FULL PAGE $50 
HALF PAGE $35 
QUARTER PAGE $20 
BUSINESS CARD AD $10 
INSIDE OF BACK COVER $55 

Prices are per insertion for camera ready copy only. 


Calling for 

Letters to the Editor 

Have you ever wanted express an opinion on some 1 
numismatic subject and didn’t know where you could share your j 
thoughts 9 Now you have a forum - The NENA News! 

Send your letters to William T. Jones, P.O. Box 1314, Boston, j 
MA 02117-1314. j 

So just don’t sit there and fret. Write a letter to your NENA j 
News editor today, and get your point across! 

Publication will be subject the appropriateness of the subject and If 
space considerations. Letters may be edited in order to provide sufficient || 
space for various subjects and points of view. All letters will become the if 
property of the New England Numismatic Association. 
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COIN SHOW NEWS 


November 29, 1998, New Bedford, IMA 

Greater New Bedford Coin Club show held at the V.F.W 
Poirier Post, 929 Ashley Boulevard, New Bedford, MA. 
Contact: Dennis Lewis, (508) 278-9801 

TO LIST NENA MEMBER CLUB COIN SHOWS IN 
UPCOMING ISSUES OF NENA NEWS. SEND 
INFORMATION ALONG WITH A TELEPHONE NUMBER 
TO: WILLIAM T. JONES, P.O. BOX 1314, BOSTON, MA 
02117-1314. 

Club Meeting Times and Places 


Blacks tom; Valley Coin Club, Blackstone Municipal Center, 
Fire Dept. Meeting Room, Blackstone, MA. Meetings third 
Tuesday, 7 P M. 

Boston Numismatic Society, Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings second Tuesday, Sept. 

- June, 8 P.M. For information: (978) 687-2888 

Central Connecticut Coin Club, Manchester National Guard 
Armors, 330 Main Street, Manchester, CT 06040. Meetings first 
Tuesday Sept. - June, 7 P.M, For information: (203) 529-0715 

Collectors Club of Boston. Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings fourth Tuesday, Sept. 

- June, 8 P.M. For information: (978) 687-2888 

Currency Club of New England, Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA Meetings all at 8:00 P.M the 
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first Monday, Oct. - June, 8 P.M. except September: the second 
Monday of the month. For information: (978) 687-2888 

Gateway Coin Club, Ballard Hill Community Center, Comer 
Pleasant and Main Streets, Lincoln, ME. Meetings first 
Tuesday, 7 P.M. for information: (207) 794- 6833 

Gorham Coin Club, Meets at the Maine Veterans Home, 290 
U S. Route 1, Scarborough, ME, on the 1st and 3rd Sunday, 
September to June at 7:00 PM. Stephen A. Crain, 89 Varney 
Mill Rd., Windham, ME, 04062, (207) 892-7113. 

Greater New Bedford Coin Club, Andrew Dahill V.F.W., 
Park Street, New Bedford, MA. Meetings second and fourth 
Sundays, 7 P.M. For information, John Izidoro, P.O. Box 2991. 
New Bedford, MA 02741. 

Mansfield Numismatic Society, Mansfield Center Library, Rt. 
89, Warrenville Road, Mansfield Center, CT. Meetings fourth 
Monday, Sept, through April (except December) 7:30 P.M 
Annual Coin Show in March, Dinner/Donation Auction in 
December. For information, call (203) 429-6970 (6 -9 P.M.) 

Nashua Coin Club, Chandler Memorial Library, 257 Main 
Street, Nashua, NH. Meetings second Monday, 7 P.M. except 
June and October. 

Newport Country Coin Club, Howard Johnson’s Lodge, 351 
West Main Road (Rt. 138 at Two Mile Corner), Middletown, 
Rl. Meetings second Tuesday, 8 P.M. For information: Walter 
Clavette, P.O. Box 3, Newport, RI 02840. 

Pawcatuck Valley Coin Club, Neighborhood Center, 
intersection of Routes 1 and 2, Pawcatuck, CT. Meetings third 
Wednesday year round, 7:30 P.M. For information: David 
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Barbone, (860) 599-1571. 


Southbridge Coin Club, Knights of Columbus Hall, 169 
Worcester Street, Southbridge, MA. Meetings first Friday, 
September - June, 7:30 P.M. (Doors open at 6:30 P.M.) 

West Springfield Coin Club, Church of the Good Sheperd, Elm 
Street, West Springfield, MA Meetings second Sunday, 
September - June, 7 P.M. 

Worcester County Numismatic Society, Grecndale People’s 
Church Hall, 25 Francis Street, Worcester, MA. Meetings 
second Friday. September - June, 7:00 P.M. For information: 
(508) 853-9258 (mornings only) 

TO LIST CLUB MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES IN NENA 
NEWS SEND TO: WILLIAM T. JONES, P.O. BOX 1314. 
BOSTON, MA 02117-1314. 


DAVID J CORNELL MEDALS, TOKENS 

TOM MULROONEY. JR PAPER MONEY 

OLD WATCHES 

HBx oadivay Coin cartel cStamfi 

QUALITY DIAMOND I GOLD JEWELRY AT WHOLESALE PRICES 
SPECIALIZING Hull WORLO COINS. STAMPS 
SUPPLIES • JEWEtRY REPAIR 
•SINCE IMI - 

PROf ESSIONAl APPRAISALS 

A N A A P S. 144 BROAOWAY 

C W T S LB.N.S. I N S. CHICOPEE FALLS. MA OIQZO 

MACD NENA TAMS (413) 594 9550 


REGULAR HOURS 
MONDAY-THURSDAY 9 5 PM 
FRIDAY 9 6 PM SATURDAY 9 4 PM 


BUMMER HOURS 
MONDAY FRIDAY 9-4 PM 
SATURDAY 9-3 PM 
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NENA Classified Ads 


WANTED: Massachusetts Civil War Token MA 115 E-l 

The Joseph Merriam die sinker variety with the “Good for a 
scent” reverse. William F. Clark, 16 Curtis Road, Canton, MA 

02021-3150. (3) 

WANTED: NENA Medals: 1952, gold, 1959 gold, 1963 gold 
plated, 1955 silver, 1958 silver, 1959 silver, 1961 silver plated , 
1962 silver, 1995 complete set. Write to NENA life member 
Frank J. Hoerzer, 409 Wormwood Hill Road, Mansfield Ctr., 
CT 06250. (3) 

WANTED: Lighter than air items. Also town, city or county 
commemorative medals from all of New England with or without 
ribbons. I need many of the older pieces. Please write first. Alvan 
Jones, P.O. Box 3423, Fayville, MA 01745. (2) 

WANTED: Articles/stories written between 1870 and 1940 
about macerated money products From shredded money sold 
by the Federal Government, people made hats, shoes, busts, etc. 
I would be interested in buying any items. Bertram Cohen, 169 
Marlborough St., Boston, MA 02116, (617) 247-4754. (2) 

WANTED: Casino chip and gaming tokens collectors from New 
England. Our 1500+ member club is what you’re looking for. 
Write to NENA life member Archie Black, CCGTCC President, 
P.O. Box 63, Brick NJ 08723. (3) 

POPOUTS/REPOUSSE: Information wanted on origin and 
history' of popouts and the process. Also will purchase. Jack 
Haroian, 6 Eddy St., Auburn, MA 01501. NENA Life 
Member #2060. (3) 
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FOR SALE: Gold filled NENA medals: 1975 in custom 
holder $60, 1976-’79 @ $50, 1983 @ $45. Wanted: 10k 
Gold 1952 NENA medal, 1995 NENA souvenir card, 
Boston hotel and restaurant scrip and 1873 BNS medals. 
R.K. Burke, P.O. Box 98, Cassville Station, Jackson, N.J. 
08527, FAX 908-363-0509. (3) 

Wanted: li.S. Coins and Civil War Tokens. Certified and raw 
coins William T. Jones, Numismatist, P.O. Box 1314, Boston, 
MA 02117. (617) 341 -2514, NENA Life Member #2060. (1) 

Wanted: Capped Bust Half Dollars VF-EF, original coins 
only. Buy or trade. Write or fax detailed description Bill Brown. 
679 Plank Rd. Clifton Park, NY 12065. Phone (518) 373-1145' 
FAX (518) 373-1569. (3) 

Wanted: Large & small National Bank Notes from Buzzards 
Bay, Edgartown, Falmouth, Harwich, Hyannis, Nantucket, 
Tisbury, Provincetown and Yarmouth. Frank Bennett, P.O. Box 
8722, Port St. Lucie, FL, 34985 (3) 

WANTED: Statue of Liberty exonumia collector buying New 
York City “safe and sane” or public school athletic league 
medals. Also need Salem, Mass. Tercentenary medal. Paul 
Lajoie, 36 Maple Road, Longmeadow, MA 01106-3102. (3) 

WANTED: Information on the Sons of Liberty Medal used bv 
the men during the 1700s Revolutionary time. Many people tell 
me that it is a figment of Hollywood’s imagination & none have 
ever appeared Art Kay, P.O Box 485, Hudson, MA 01749 
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Classified Ad Policy (PLEASE NOTE!!) 

FREE to NENA Members - a thirty-five (35) word 
classified ad related to numismatics. This is your chance to 
buy, sell or trade your coins, currency, medals, tokens, 
books or whatever ... 

Send your typed or clearly written ad to: 

William T. Jones, P.O. Box 1314, Boston, MA 02117- 
1314 

PLEASE NOTE 

The editor reserves the right to revise ads and allocate 
space among those who have placed ads in the past. When 
space is limited, preferences will be given to (1) those 
whose ads have not been published previously, and (2) 
those whose ads have been “bumped” from previous 
issues. 

NOTE! 

All ads will be published twice. After the second 
publication of your ad, you must send me a letter 
stating that you would like your notice to be published 
again. The goal of this policy is to keep the material 
fresh and to avoid unwanted responses after your 
needs have been fulfilled. 

Each ad will be followed by a number (1) or (2). If 
a (2) appears at the end of your ad, that means that 
your editor will not publish it in the next issue of the 
NENA News unless I receive a letter from you telling 
me to renew it. 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Name_ 


____ Daie_ 

Please Print 


Mailing Address_ 


City/Town_ 

Numismatic Interests _ 

ANA Number 


_Other Affiliations_ 


Applicant’s Signature_ 


Dues per calendar year: 

□ 5 10.00 Regular Membership 

□ $100.00 Regular Life Membership 

□ $ $-00 Junior Membership (under 18) 
Date of Birth_ 


Complete form and send with check 
Payable to NENA to: 

NENA 

P.O. Box 586 
Needham, MA 02192-Oi 


_ $10.00 Club Membership 
Cj$ 100.00 Club Life Membership 

SE.\A .News, A quarterly publication of the Sew England Sumismatic Association, is included with 


lembership 
























An Unsurpassed Record 
of Auction Success 

W e invite you to become a part of our spectacular 1997-1998 auction sea¬ 
son! When it comes time to sell, you deserve the best-Auctions by Bow¬ 
ers and Merena, Inc. Whether your collection is worth several thousand dollars or 
millions of dollars, we can realize for you the highest possible market price! What 
other auction houses claim to do, Auctions by Bowers and Merena has already 
done—and has the records to prove it. 

Of the three largest collections of United States 
coins sold at auction, we have handled all three. 

/ The $45 million Eliasberg Collection 
/ The $25 million Garrett Collection 
/ The $20 million Norweb Collection. 

Of the top 10 world's record prices for U.S. coins 
at auction, those achieving the records have been: 

/ 7 records: Bowers and Merena (including the 
only two coins every to cross the $ 1 million mark) 

/ 1 record: Competitor A 
/ 1 record: Competitor B 
/ 1 record: Competitor C 
/ O records: Everyone else 

W hen you consign to Bowers and Merena, you consign to the most successful 
rare coin auction firm in American numismatic history! Let our record of 
success be your record of success, too. Call Dr. Richard A. Bagg (our Director of 
Auctions) or Q. David Bowers today (1-800-458-4646) to include your coins, sets, or 
important individual pieces in our magnificent 1997-1998 auction program. Just by 
picking up the phone, you will be on your way to receiving a generous check! 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 

Box 1224 • Wolfeboro, NH 03894 • 1-800-458-4646 
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THE NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

presents its 

54th CONFERENCE AND CONVENTION 
at the Merrimack Hotel 
Exit 11 off the Everett Turnpike 
Merrimack, New Hampshire 

Friday, September 18, 1997, 10AM - 6PM 
Saturday, September 19, 1997, 9AM - 4PM 

55 tables in the bourse 
Competitive Exhibits 
What-ls-It? Table 
YN Program 
Club Meetings 

Special show rate of $79 at the Merrimack Hotel 
603/424-8000 Monday - Friday daytime 


Members are encouraged to enter an exhibit and to participate in 
helping with the show 
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NENA president, Bob Fritsch, and treasurer, Bob 
Anderson take a break at the admissions table at 
the 199H NENA convention. 


NENA Annual Meeting Report 

The British Silver Crowns 

by Art Kaye 

The Value of Trees Commemorated on Early 
Money 

By Russell Easterbrooks 

New England Area Club Meeting Dates and 
Times 

NENA Classified Ads 










KAY COINS 
INTERNATIONAL 



ART KAY 


P.o. Box 485 
Hudson, MA 01749 
Tel/Fax (508) 562-4159 

Please send for a copy of my mail order list of 
International Coins from over 100 countries 


Always buying US & International Coins 















BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 


ACTING PRESIDENT 

Robert F. Fritsch 

P.O Box 3003 

Nashua. NH 03061-3003 
rfritschfa concentric, net 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Vacant 

TREASURER 

Robert S. Anderson 

P.O. Box 586 

Needham. MA 02492-0006 

DIRECTOR EMERITUS 

John Kittredgc 

DIRECTORS 

Jay Bailey 

George Bilodeau. Jr 

Myran Emerson 

Keith Jennings 

John Kiley 

STATE DIRECTORS 

Connecticut 

Maine 

Massachusetts 

New Hampshire 

Rhode Island 

Vermont 

Jack Hobbs 

Currently Vacant 

Jan Dyroff 

Currently Vacant 

Richard Lavimodiere 

Currently Vacant 

NENA NEWS EDITOR 

William T. Jones 

P O Box 1314 

Boston. MA 02117-1314 

MEMBERSHIP 

Robert S. Anderson 

P.O, Box 586 

Needham. MA 02492 

YN ACTIVITIES 

Lam Gentile 

Jack Haroian 

MEDALS COORDINATOR 
EXHIBITS COORDINATOR 
CONVENTION COORDINATOR 
HISTORIAN 

Michael Macuga 

George Bilodeau. Jr 

Gary Galbo 

Jan Dyroff 


The NENA NEWS is the official publication of the New England Numismatic Association 
(NENA) It is published quarterly and mailed to all members of the association in good standing. 
For information about NENA of this publication, write to: 

NENA NEWS, P.O. Box 586, Needham, MA 02192-0006 



Minutes from the 
NENA Annual Meeting 
September 19, 1998 

The general meeting of the New England Numismatic 
Association was called to order by Robert F. Fritsch, 
President, at noon on September 19, 1998 in Merrimack, 
New Hampshire This was part of the fifty-fourth 
conference and convention of the association 

All assembled express appreciation to the members of 
the Nashua Coin Club for the excellent job done in fielding 
the event. 

Mr Fritsch tendered his resignation as president, noting 
that his tenure in that office was one of the highest honors 
in his life, but that, “was time that the ship had a new 
skipper.” 

The minutes of the general meeting of 1997 were 
accepted as published in the NENA News. 

Robert F. Anderson, Treasure, presented an account of 
the financial state of the association; and that was accepted 
as read. 

Award for exhibitors (there were 12 entries) were 
presented (A list of the winners is presented in this edition 
of the “NENA News ”) 

A remembrance was held for Director Emeritus, James 
Ford Clapp, Jr, who died earlier this year. In recognition of 
his decades of service and dedication to the association, a 
motion was passed that this convention be named in his 
honor and that the first prize in the ancient and medieval 
exhibit category be named the James Ford Clapp, Jr 
Memorial Award 

Directors’ medals were presented to the members of 
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the board. 

Nominations for officers and board member were 
requested beyond the slate presented by the nominating 
committee. None were forthcoming, and the nominations 
were closed. There were no candidates for president and 
vice-president. The state directorship for Maine remains 
vacant. The following state directors were elected or re¬ 
elected: Russ Easterbrooks for Vermont, Robert F. Fritsch 
for New Hampshire and Jan Dyroff for Massachusetts. 

As no one ran for president, Mr Fritsch agreed to 
remain as Acting President until a permanent replace is 
found. 

The meeting adjourned at 12:35, which was followed 
by a meeting of the Board. During that meeting the 
situation of vacancies in the positions of officers of the 
association were considered as well as the location of next 
year’s conference and convention. 

NENA Exhibit Winners 


U.S. Coins 

First Place: Richard E Lavimadiere, “Coins of the Atlanta 
Centennial Olympic Games” 

Foreign Coins 

Third Place: David S. Hamilton, “2000 Years of British 
Coins” 

Medals & Tokens 

First Place: Robert Heath, “What is Exonumia?” 

Third Place: Larry Gentile, “Norman Rockwell’s Spirit of 
Scouting” 
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Young Numismatist 

Third Place: Jeffery Kirby, “Taiwanese Coins” 

The People’s Choice Award 

Robert Heath, “What is Exonumia 7 ” 

Best of Show 

Robert Heath, “What is Exonumia?” 

The NENA board extends its thanks to every one who 
entered an exhibit at the 1998 Convention. 

1998 NENA Drawing Winners 

First Prize Fran Hamel, Massachusetts 

Second Prize: S Smith, New Hampshire 

Third Prize Babe Binette, Maine 

Fourth Prize: Alan Brouillard, New Hampshire 

Fifth Prize Murray Wheeler, Connecticut 

1998 NENA Door Prize Winners 

Richard Guignard 
James Emple 
Ralph Bates 
June Coombs 
Kevin O’Connor 
Russ Spaulding 
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NENA YN Co-ordinator, Larry Gentile 
Visits Long-Time NENA Member, Sally Kirka 



After the NENA convention, I visited with Sally 
Kirka at the Fenwood Manor nursing home in Manch¬ 
ester, Connecticut. At first I didn’t recognize her be¬ 
cause she had lost so much weight, but she recognized 
me. We had a great conversation about our old times at 
NENA and the many friends that she has known though 
the years. She sends her best regards to everyone and 
hopes that those with whom she worked at past NENA 
conventions still remember her. I have enclosed a pic¬ 
ture and her address at the nursing home for those of 
you who would like to send her a letter or a card. 

Sally Kirka 

C/O Crestfield Rehabilitation Center 

Fenwood Manor 

565 Vernon Street 

Wing 1, Room 7 

Manchester, CT 06040 
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The British Silver Crowns 

By Art Kay 


I have been buying British crowns since 1 was nine 
years because of their size and historical premise. In 1955 
the United States Morgan and Peace dollars were not a 
major part of coin collecting in the U.S., but world crowns 
were widely collected 

The first British crown I ever saw was in a leather 
satchel that my maternal grandfather stored in his trunk. 
His father had given it to him, and it was dated 1551. It was 
one of the first silver crowns produced under King Edward 
VI, and it looked like it had never been touched. My 
grandfather was so careful with the coin that I was afraid to 
breathe on it. 

The King Edward crowns were very heavy, masculine 
coins, and they were struck on high quality silver. The 
British people liked these coins because they represented a 
return to a coinage that was worth its weight in silver. For 
many years wealthy people wore them as jewelry, and many 
of these pieces are found with holes today. 

The King Edward crown is not a scarce coin, but it is 
difficult to find one in high grade because they saw a lot of 
circulation. Very Good pieces are priced at $250.00 or 
more, and Very Fine examples bring $900.00 and up. If you 
find a piece with a hole in it, don’t reject it out of hand. 
Finding an unholed piece in VG or higher can take require 
a lot of time and money In the past 25 years, I have only 
purchased 29 pieces in EF or better, and most of them cost 
$2,000.00 or more. 

King Edward crowns are best known as the first crown 
to bear an Arabic number for the date They have been 


extremely popular with advanced collectors since the 
early 1800s, and they are usually the starting point for 
most silver crown collections. 

Edward VI issued these silver crowns during the last 
three years of his life from 1551 to 1553. The 1551 and 
1553 coins are not as scarce as the 1552. I have seen 
overdates including 1552 over 1 and 1553 over 2. None 
of the overdates are from the same punch 

After Edward’s death in 1553, his sister, Mary, as¬ 
sumed the throne. Mary, who was the first queen to 
reign, was on the throne by herself for less than two 
years. In 1554 she married Philip and they ruled together 
until 1558. Neither Mary nor Mary and Philip issued any 
silver crowns, and Edward’s pieces were the only crowns 
that circulated during this period. 

Queen Elizabeth I (1558-1603) did not issue any 
silver crowns until the last two years of her life. Unlike 
Edward VI pieces, which featured him on horseback, 
Elizabeth’s pieces featured a portrait of her facing left. 
Elizabeth’s crowns are very attractive, and they are 
popular with collectors. Fortunately they are fairly com¬ 
mon. During this period a huge amount of silver was 
flowing into England from America, and the government 
issued large numbers of crowns as a result. 

Elizabeth crowns are often more worn on the obverse 
than the reverse. The 1602 is considerably scarcer than 
the 1601. A 1602 in VG sells for $400.00 or more. 

James the VI of Scotland assumed the British throne 
in 1603 and became King James I of England. James 
ruled until 1625 and was king when the Pilgrims came to 
America in 1620. James issued silver crowns through out 
his reign. Unlike Elizabeth, James’ crowns featured him 
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on horseback facing right, not in a portrait facing left, 
which was a more popular design. 

James I crowns are rare, but they are available, even in 
high grade. Fine condition pieces start at around $600.00 
and Very Fine examples bring $2,000.00. In addition to the 
British James 1 crown there is also a Scottish thistle crown 
that closely resembles the English piece. One of the differ¬ 
ences is that the Scottish crown has no plume over the 
royal shield. Some people forget that King James I ruled 
both Scotland and England 

King Charles 1 (1625-1649) changed his crown to show 
him on horseback facing left One of the nice things about 
Charles’ crowns is that you face a lifetime of challenges 
collecting his pieces. Charles operated several mints and 
used a variety of dies. There are at least ten different crown 
varieties known from Tower mint alone, and they range 
from common to rare. In addition many provincial mints 
opened just before and after the English Civil War in 1642 
Crowns were struck at Shrewsbury, Oxford, Truro, Exeter 
and the Scarborough siege issue. One very rare issue is 
Briots (1631-1639), which was a milled, not a hammered 
issue. These coins are extremely rare in Extremely Fine 
condition. 

Following the end of the English Civil War, the com¬ 
monwealth government, under Lord Protector, Oliver 
Cromwell, and for a brief time, his son, Richard, ruled 
England The first commonwealth coinage, which was 
introduced in 1649, may have been the ugliest English coins 
ever issued The portrait of the king and the royal coat of 
arms were replaced by the cross of St. George and the Irish 
harp All of the Latin language, which was considered a sop 
to the Papacy, was removed and replaced by the phrases in 
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English, “The commonwealth of England” and “God is 
with us.” 

The Commonwealth government issued crowns in 
1649, from 1651 to 1654, and 1656. The Commonwealth 
also issued a very well executed portrait crown of Oliver 
Cromwell in 1658, which is very scarce. The Common¬ 
wealth crowns of 1649, 1651 and 1654 are rare coins; the 
other dates are considered common. 

The English monarchy was restored in 1660, and with 
it the royal coinage. The first crowns of Charles II (1660- 
85) were issued in 1662. The crowns of 1662 and 1663 are 
a little larger than the pieces that were issued in 1664 and 
the later years. 

Crowns were issued every year through out the reign of 
Charles’ despite two national catastrophes. In 1665 the 
plague devastated London and the surrounding areas. Then 
in 1666 there was the Great Fire of London. The mintages 
of crowns were small for both of these years, but great 
wealth from America flooded into Great Britain, which 
kept the coinage going. 

This brings us up to the turbulent times that were 
staring to brew in America. The next article will start with 
King James II who ruled from 1685 to 1688 

&id ^ou ^now ... 

that the first slabbed coins were issued by the General 
Services Administration of the federal government in the 
early 1970s? When the GSA sold the Carson City silver 
dollar hoard, the coins that were deemed to be 
“uncirculated” were placed in plastic holders and marked as 
such. Today these first slabbed coins even have a place in 
the Certified Coin Dealer Newsletter or “Blue Sheet ” 
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Scenes From the 

1998 NENA Convention and Conference 


Bob and Lola MoffattMS Rare Coins. 


Bourse chairman, Gary Galbo, helps customers at 
his Small Cents II bourse table. Thanks Gary for 
organizing a great bourse! 
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NENA News editor, Bill Jones, and his wife, Carol. 



Butternut Coin Coin Company traveled from 
Clifton, Virginia to attend the 1998 NENA Con¬ 
vention. 
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The Value Trees Commemorated on Early 
Money 

By Russell Easterbrooks 

In early America, tress were far more than an obstacle 
in the way of farming. Trees were a valuable commodity 
that could be converted into fuel, lumber for homes and 
hundreds of other useful items. Their use in place of money 
created trade, and made trees a symbol of the early Ameri¬ 
can economy. 

One of the first products from American trees was 
sassafras bark Sassafras was an important crop that was 
supposed to cure almost any ailment, and used as tea, it 
became a favorite drink in England. In 1622 the crown 
ordered the Jamestown colony to produce thirty tons of 
sassafras for export to England that year! 

By the mid-1600s, wood in England had become 
precious. The price of firewood was so high that many 
people shivered through the damp English winters. Ship¬ 
building used large amounts of lumber and the need for 
charcoal and wood for other commercial enterprises was in 
great demand. 

Under England’s trade policies, the colonies’ exis¬ 
tence was considered to be solely for the benefit and 
prosperity of the mother country. One of these policies 
allowed the trading of goods only and did not allow the 
importation of English money into the colonies This cre¬ 
ated a shortage of circulating money in the colonies, and 
many colonists found it difficult to place values on the 
foreign currency that was available Chief among these 
foreign coins was the Spanish eight reales or dollar and its 
fractional parts. It is interesting to note that these foreign 
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coins continued to circulate in the United States until the 
passage of a monetary reform act on February 21, 1857! 

Massachusetts opened a mint in 1652 that issued 
Willow, Oak and Pine tree silver coinage in several denomi¬ 
nations. Each coin had a tree on its obverse that symbolized 
the value of trees and the many wood produces used in the 
colonies. Almost all of the coinage was dated 1652 to 
deceive the crown, but in reality minting continued until 
1682. Shortages of money continued, however, which 
forced the colonists to barter for their goods. 

Lumber became so valuable to the colonist’s needs, 
as well as a medium of exchange, that sawmills were in 
great demand. The cost of establishing a sawmill was 
considerable. The saw blades and other metal parts were 
imported from Europe, and the construction of the dam, 
water wheel and building that was necessary was no easy 
task. Most sawmills were owned by merchants from near¬ 
by seaports and operated by men who lived at the mill site. 
The mill owner kept a percentage of the lumber as payment 
for the sawing so the settlers could have their logs sawed 
without the need for money. The mill owner’s share of the 
lumber was used in shipbuilding or was exported to Eng¬ 
land in exchange for goods. 

In addition to lumber, other English needs included 
barrel staves and shingles. The demand of barrel staves 
alone was staggering. In 1697 alone 10,000 staves were 
shipped to England. This figure swelled to 30,000 staves in 
the early 1800s 

His majesty’s royal navy also needed trees for ships’ 
masts. The Rev. Andrew Burnaby explains in his diary, 
“These masts are made of white pine, and are, I believe, the 
finest in the world with many of them being forty yards 
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long.” He also states, “I believe there are penalties and fines 
for cutting down or destroying any of these so marked 
white pine trees.” These masts were very valuable to the 
British navy, which sent special barge-like ships to Ameri¬ 
can that were capable of transporting 50, one hundred-foot 
masts at a time During the American Revolution, the 
colonists cut many of these trees for lumber to further 
disable the British navy 

The need for circulating money continued to be great, 
and by the late 1780s many states had opened mints to 
strike copper coins. Once again trees appeared on the early 
Vermont coins, and there was a pine tree on the New 
Hampshire coppers. The establishment of the U S. mint 
was slow, and it would be many years before barter, foreign 
coins and privately issued tokens would be replaced by 
U S. coinage. 

There were many trees in the colonies that were 
called, “Liberty trees.” These trees were monuments to 
spirit and patriotism and were designated sites for meet¬ 
ings Could there be a better monument to America than a 
tree 7 The state of Vermont, whose name is derived from 
the French word, l ’erd Mont , (meaning green mountains), 
symbolized the large number of trees that grew within its 
borders 

In 1935 the Connecticut Tercentenary commemora¬ 
tive half-dollar featured the famous “Charter Oak tree” on 
its obverse In 1686 King James II of England decreed that 
all the New England colonies were to be consolidated into 
the Dominion of New England Under this edict each of the 
colonial charters were to be suppressed. 

On the night of October 31, 1686 the appointed 
governor of the Dominion, Sir Edmund Andros, attended a 
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meeting in Hartford to confiscate the Connecticut char¬ 
ter In a strange occurrence, all of the candles in the room 
were suddenly extinguished and the charter disappeared 
Legend has it that Joseph Wadsworth grabbed the charter 
and hid it in the hollow of an old oak tree. There it 
remained until 1688 when word reached Connecticut that 
King James had been overthrown and his edit had been 
rescinded. (For an expanded version of this story, see an 
article in Bowers and Merena Rare Coin Review #96.) 

From the cradle to the coffin the colonists realized 
the importance of wood in their everyday lives. Given the 
persistent shortage of circulating money, the colonists’ 
daily needs had to be self-manufactured or met through 
barter, and trees filled both of those requirements. Our 
earliest coins paid tribute to trees, commemorating them 
so that their importance will never escape history. 


Calling for 

NENA News Articles 

Why not share your knowledge with your fellow 
collectors? If you have never written an article before, or if 
you are unsure as to how to proceed, your editor will be 
glad to give you a hand And remember, it’s a great way 
to qualify instantly for the Fitts Scholarship program! 

P.S. My stock of articles is running low. Please send in 
your article today. Find out how much fun it is to see your 
name in print! 
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NORTHEAST NUMISMATICS, INC 

ACTIVE BUYER AND SELLER OF ALL 
BETTER UNITED STATES COINS 

Collectors, Dealers and Investors have been dealing with Northeast 
Numismatics. Inc. for the more than 30 continuous years we have 
been in business. 

If you are buying, we have an inventory of several hundred NGC. 
PCGS and ANACS coins that change daily. For a free list and to 
receive a periodic listing of our current inventory , we request your 
address or fax number. We also service want lists on an aggressive 
basis. 

If you are selling, we would like to be given the opportunity to 
purchase your material. It does not need to be certified. Single coins 
or complete collections, we will buy it all! 

With a high percentage of our business being with other dealers, 
doesn't it make sense to deal with Northeast Numismatics. Inc 
directly? We invite you to see us at major shows, call, fax or write us 
today. Authorized dealer in all major grading services. 



10 Concord Crossing, Suite 220 
Concord, MA 01742 
1-800-449-2646 
978-369-9155 
978-369-9619 (Fax) 

Email: nencoin@aol.com 

Visit us on the Web at http://www.collect.com/northcast 


Thomas 
Caldwell 
ANA LM 
#1318 
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NENA News Advertising Information 

NENA News is the official publication of NENA, the 
New England Numismatic Association. It is published | 
quarterly and mailed to all members of the association j 
in good standing. For information about NENA or this | 
publication, write to: | 

NENA NEWS 
Box 586 

Needham, MA 02192-0006 

NENA NEWS 
ADVERTISING RATES 

FULL PAGE $50 
HALF PAGE $35 
QUARTER PAGE $20 
BUSINESS CARD AD $10 
INSIDE OF BACK COVER $55 

Prices are per insertion for camera ready copy only. 

C alling for 

Letters to the Editor 

Have you ever wanted express an opinion on some 
numismatic subject and didn’t know where you could share your 
thoughts? Now you have a forum - The NENA News! 

Send your letters to William T. Jones, P O Box 1314, Boston, 
MA 02117-1314. 

So just don’t sit there and fret. Write a letter to your NENA 
News editor today, and get your point across! 

Publication will be subject the appropriateness of the subject and 
space considerations. Letters may be edited in order to provide sufficient 
space for various subjects and points of view. All letters will become the 
property of the New England Numismatic Association. 
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COIN SHOW NEWS 


TO LIST NENA MEMBER CLUB COIN SHOWS IN 
UPCOMING ISSUES OF NENA NEWS. SEND 
INFORMATION ALONG WITH A TELEPHONE NUMBER 
TO WILLIAM T. JONES . P O. BOX 1314 , BOSTON MA 
02117-1314. 


Club Meeting Times and Places 

Blackstone Valley Coin Club, Blackstone Municipal Center, 
Fire Dept. Meeting Room, Blackstone, MA. Meetings third 
Tuesday. 7 P M 

Boston Numismatic Society. Woman's Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA Meetings second Tuesday, Sept. 

- June. 8 PM For information: (978) 687-2888 

Central Connecticut Coin Club. Manchester National Guard 
Armory. 330 Main Street. Manchester, CT 06040. Meetings first 
Tuesday Sept. - June. 7 P.M. For information: (203) 529-0715 

Collectors Club of Boston. Woman's Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA Meetings fourth Tuesday, Sept. 

- June. 8 P.M. For information: (978) 687-2888 

Currency Club of New England. Woman’s Club. 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands. MA Meetings all at 8:00 PM: the 
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first Monday. Oct. - June, 8 P.M except September: the second 
Monday of the month. For information: (978) 687-2888 

Gateway Coin Club. Ballard Hill Community Center, Comer 
Pleasant and Main Streets, Lincoln, ME. Meetings first 
Tuesday. 7 P.M. for information: (207) 794- 6833 

Gorham Coin Club. Meets at the Maine Veterans Home. 290 
U S. Route 1, Scarborough, ME, on the 1st and 3rd Sunday, 
September to June at 7:00 PM. Stephen A. Crain. 89 Varney 
Mill Rd.. Windham, ME, 04062, (207) 892-7113. 

Greater New Bedford Coin Club. Andrew Dahill V.F.W.. 
Park Street, New Bedford, MA. Meetings second and fourth 
Sundays. 7 P.M. For information, John Izidoro, P O. Box 2991, 
New Bedford, MA 02741. 

Mansfield Numismatic Society. Mansfield Center Library, Rt. 
89, Warrenville Road, Mansfield Center, CT. Meetings fourth 
Monday. Sept, through April (except December) 7:30 P.M 
Annual Com Show in March, Dinner/Donation Auction in 
December. For information, call (203) 429-6970 (6 -9 P.M.) 

Nashua Coin Club. Chandler Memorial Library. 257 Main 
Street, Nashua, NH. Meetings second Monday, 7 P.M. except 
June and October. 

Newport Country Coin Club, Howard Johnson's Lodge. 351 
West Main Road (Rt. 138 at Two Mile Corner). Middletown, 
RI. Meetings second Tuesday, 8 P.M. For information: Walter 
Clavette. P.O. Box 3, Newport, RI 02840. 

Pawcatuck Valley Coin Club, Neighborhood Center, 
intersection of Routes 1 and 2. Pawcatuck, CT. Meetings third 
Wednesday year round, 7:30 P M. For information: David 
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Barbone, (860) 599-1571. 

Southbridge Coin Club, Knights of Columbus Hall. 169 
Worcester Street, Southbridge, MA Meetings first Friday, 
September - June, 7:30 PM (Doors open at 6:30 P.M ) 

West Springfield Coin Club, Church of the Good Sheperd, Elm 
Street. West Springfield. MA. Meetings second Sunday. 
September - June, 7 P.M 

Worcester County Numismatic Society, Greendale People s 
Church Hall. 25 Francis Street, Worcester, MA. Meetings 
second Friday. September - June, 7:00 P.M For information: 
(508) 853-9258 (mornings only) 

TO LIST CLUB MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES IN NENA 
NEWS SEND TO: WILLIAM T. JONES, P.O. BOX 1314, 
BOSTON. MA 02117-1314. 


DAVID J CORNELL MEOALS. TOKENS 

TOM MUlROONEY. JR PAPER MONEY 

OLD WATCHES 

jBt oaJuray Coin czrf-nd <£tamfi 

QUALITY DIAMONO * GOLD JEWELRY AT WHOLESALE PRICES 
SPECIALIZING MUSE WORLD COINS STAMPS 
SUPPLIES • JEWELRY REPAIR 
•SINCE 1981 - 

PROFESSIONAL APPRAISALS 

A N A A P.S. 1*4 BROADWAY 

C WT S I B.N.S. I N S CHICOPEE FALLS. MA 01Q20 

M A C D NENA TAM S (413) 594 9550 


REGULAR HOURS 
MONDAYTHURSOAY 9 5 PM 
FRIDAY 9 8 PM SATURDAY 9A PM 


BUMMER HOURS 
MONDAY-FRIDAY 9-4 PM 
SATURDAY 9-3 PM 
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NENA Classified Ads 


WANTED: Massachusetts Civil War Token MA 115 E-l. 
The Joseph Merriam die sinker variety with the "Good for a 
scent"’ reverse. William F. Clark. 16 Curtis Road. Canton. MA 
02021-3150. (3) 

WANTED: NENA Medals: 1952. gold. 1959 gold. 1963 gold 
plated. 1955 silver. 1958 silver, 1959 silver. 1961 silver plated . 
1962 silver, 1995 complete set. Write to NENA life member 
Frank J. Hoerzer, 409 Wormwood Hill Road. Mansfield Ctr.. 
CT 06250. (3) 

WANTED: Lighter than air items. Also town, city or county 
commemorative medals from all of Ney\ England with or without 
ribbons. I need many of the older pieces. Please write first. Alvan 
Jones. P.O. Box 3423, Fayville. MA 01745. (2) 

WANTED: Articles/stories written betyveen 1870 and 1940 
about macerated money products. From shredded money sold 
by the Federal Government, people made hats, shoes, busts, etc. 

I would be interested in buying any items. Bertram Cohen. 169 
Marlborough St.. Boston. MA 02116. (617) 247-4754 (2) 

WANTED: Casino chip and gaming tokens collectors from New 
England. Our 1500+ member club is yvhat you’re looking for. 
Write to NENA life member Archie Black. C'CGTCC President, 
P.O. Box 63. Brick NJ 08723. (3) 

POPOUTS/REPOUSSE: Information yvanted on origin and 
history of popouts and the process. Also will purchase Jack 
Haroian, 6 Eddy St., Auburn, MA 01501 NENA Life 
Member #2060. (3) 
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Wanted: 10 K Gold 1952 NENA medal, 1995 NENA 
Souvenir card, 1873 BNS medals, Kevin E. McKelvey 
P.O. Box 1061 Jackson, NJ 08527, FAX (732) 833-9096 
(Life Member 4097) (1) 

Wanted: U.S. Coins and Civil War Tokens Certified and raw 
coins. William T. Jones, Numismatist. P.O. Box 1314, Boston. 
MA 02117. (617) 341-2514. NENA Life Member #2060. (1) 

Wanted: Capped Bust Half Dollars VF-EF. original coins 
onlv Buy or trade. Write or fax detailed description Bill Brown. 
679 Plank Rd Clifton Park, NY 12065. Phone (518) 373-1145. 
FAX (518) 373-1569. (3) 

For Sale: Rolled cents. One of each except where noted. 1955-D 
(2 rolls) 1959-D. 1960-D. 1968, 1968-D. 1969-D. 1971-S (4 
rolls), 1971 -D (5 rolls), 1973-S. 1973. All for $95 or best offer 
+ S&H D.R. Dietz, 35 Pleasant St., Hyannis. MA 02601, (508) 
771-6206 Life member (1) 

WANTED: Statue of Liberty exonumia collector busing New 
York Cits "safe and sane" or public school athletic league 
medals. Also need Salem. Mass. Tercentenary medal Paul 
Lajoie, 36 Maple Road. Longmeadow. MA 01106-3102. (3) 

WANTED: Information on the Sons of Liberty Medal used by 
the men during the 1700s Revolutionary time. Mans people tell 
me that it is a figment of Hollywood's imagination & none have 
ever appeared. Art Kay, P.O. Box 485. Hudson. MA 01749 (1) 

Desperately Wanted: US Colonial, especially rare Connecticut 
and NJ's. and rare Redbook types. Also pre-1835 US gold Coin 
Rarities of New England, 1231 -B East Main Street #228. 
Meriden. CT 06450-1019 1-800 COINS-99 (1) 
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Classified Ad Policy (PLEASE NOTE!!) 

FREE to NENA Members - a thirty-five (35) word 
classified ad related to numismatics. This is your chance to 
buy, sell or trade your coins, currency, medals, tokens, 
books or whatever ... 

Send your typed or clearly written ad to: 

William T. Jones, P.O. Box 1314, Boston, MA 02117- 
1314 

PLEASE NOTE 

The editor reserves the right to revise ads and allocate 
space among those who have placed ads in the past When 
space is limited, preferences will be given to (1) those 
whose ads have not been published previously, and (2) 
those whose ads have been “bumped” from previous 
issues. 

NOTE! 

All ads will be published twice. After the second 
publication of your ad, you must send me a letter 
stating that you would like your notice to be published 
again. The goal of this policy is to keep the material 
fresh and to avoid unwanted responses after your 
needs have been fulfilled. 

Each ad will be followed by a number (1) or (2). If 
a (2) appears at the end of your ad, that means that 
your editor will not publish it in the next issue of the 
NENA News unless I receive a letter from you telling 
me to renew it. 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Name_ 


_ Date 

Please Print 


Mailing Address ____ 

City/Tow n _ State _ ZIP 

Numismatic Interests _____ 


ANA Number _ Other Affiliations_ 


Applicant’s Signatur e _ 

Dues per calendar year: 

□ 5 10.00 Regular Membership Complete form and send with check 

G SI00.00 Regular Life Membership Payable to NENA to: 

□ $ 5.00 Junior Membership (under 18) NENA 

Date of Birth _ P O. Box 586 

G 5 10.00 Club Membership Needham , MA 02192-0006 

US100.00 Club Life Membership 

NENA News. A quarterly publication of the Sew England Numismatic Association, is included with membership 


FOR NENA 
USE ONLY: 


NL_ 


DA_ 


MC_ 





















An Unsurpassed Record 
of Auction Success 

W e invite you to become a part of our spectacular 1998-1999 auction sea¬ 
son! When it comes time to sell, you deserve the best—Auctions by Bow¬ 
ers and Merena, Inc. Whether your collection is worth several thousand dollars or 
millions of dollars, we can realize for you the highest possible market price! What 
other auction houses claim to do, Auctions by Bowers and Merena has already 
done—and has the records to prove it. 

We have handled more valuable collections and 

have set more auction price records than has any 
other firm. Our fabulous sales have included: 

/ The $44.9 million Eliasberg Collection 
/ The $25 million Garrett Collection 
/ The $20 million Norweb Collection. 

Of the top 10 world's record prices for U.S. coins 
at auction, those achieving the records have been: 

/ 7 records: Bowers and Merena (including the 
only two coins every to cross the $ 1 million mark) 

/ 1 record: Competitor A 
/ 1 record: Competitor B 
/ 1 record: Competitor C 
/ O records: Everyone else 

W hen you consign to Bowers and Merena, you consign to the most successful 
rare coin auction firm in American numismatic history! Let our record of 
success be your record of success, too. Call John Pack (Auctions Manager) or Q. 
David Bowers (Chairman of the Board) today (1-8U0-458-4646) to include your coins, 
sets, or important individual pieces in our magnificent 1998-1999 auction program. 
Just by picking up the phone, you will be on your way to receiving a generous check! 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 

Box 1224 • Wolfeboro, NH 03894 • 1-800-458-4646 







THE NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

presents its 

55th CONFERENCE AND CONVENTION 

55 tables in the bourse 
Competitive Exhibits 
What-ls-It? Table 
YN Program 
Club Meetings 

Watch for details in future 
issues of the NENA News! 


